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Anahit. Goddess of spring and love. Sasanian Ewar

silver formerly Stroganoff Collection.
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Pazirik Carpet Achacmenide Period Leningrad
Museum.
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“lLe couple Princier” Fandughistan VI - VII after J.C. Caboul Muscum.
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Musicians VI after J.C. Tehran Museum. Kalar Dasht.
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Suze - Terracotta. 2nd and 1st millennia B.C. Musee du lLouvre
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Ermitage Leningrad Museum.

Kustam T - IT after J.C.

Sl o0 & g vgady s ey ool s gai
Silver Coin. King, Queen and Princes Sasanian
period.



Qucen Pouran 629-630 (Guirshman)
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Sasanian Period Coin of Bahram IT and the Queen.
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Head of a Goddes VIII century after J.C. Tashkand
Museum.
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Palmyre - Relief (IT - IIT after J.C.) Dames Museum. Palmyre-Head of Saba (Il century after J.C)) Louvre

Muscum.



aL.\m o) 9n JMTA _)1 o R0 L)_,—9 J....:_- S — lJ.S'Lb
Hawa - Ubal, Daughter of Jabal (Second  century after J.C.) Bagdad Muscum
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A woman dancer Sasanian period. Tehran archeological museum.
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Bishapour Mosaique of Iwan detail Woman Harp
plaver IT half of the 111 century after J.C.

$Mn @235 03 As) 6, Sl a5 2li T 5 LSl e
B g 2 O
Bowl Overglaze painted, Showing Bahram Gur and
Azada 13th century. Collection late mortimer schiff.
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Investiture of Narse and Goddes Anahita. Beginnging

I.V.C.A.C Naghch-e- Rustam.
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— Musicians at the court of Shah Safi 1629-42 (1121-
1207) Detail of miniature in the possession of
Quaritch
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Balram Gur and Azada late 13th century morimer
schiff Bowl overglaze painted. Ravv
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The marriage of Mehrnegar daughter of Anoushi-
rawan with Hamzeh.
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¢ Tahmineh’s visit to Rustam. Harat School, 1440
Firdowsi - Shah Name, Royal Asiatic Societ.
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The Simurgh aiding at the birth of Rustam
Miniature from Firdawsi Shah-Nameh Collection A.
Chester Beatty,
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Majnun brought in chains to Lavla’s tent.

Tabriz school, dated 1539-43 British museum

By Mir Sayydi Al.
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Khusraw discovers Shirin.
Nizami Khamsa.
Tabriz school, dated 1539-43 British museum.
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Lady with o mirror.

Reza Abbasi, Isfahan school, dated 1618 unknown owner.
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Veiled women at the beginning of the Constitution.
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A classroom in the Harem 1925.

WEe ATV 0Lt OB o ool Ted 5o dhoe G-
Mrs. Sedigheh Dowlatobadi 1891 - 1961 Director of
the magazine “Zaban Zanan” and women association
“Kanoun Banovan”
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First University Professor Fatemeh Sayah
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Mrs. Parvine Etessami. National Miss Zand - Dokht 1910-1953. Mrs. Tooba Azmoudeh  Mrs. Mozayan-os-Soltaneh Amid
poetess 1908-1941 Editor in chief of “Iranian 1879 - 1963 Principal of Founder and editor in chief of
Girls” magazine the Namous school the magazine Shokoufeh (First

Iranian journalist)
1914-1920
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Women Gathering infront of the Royval Palace on the
historical dav of 8 Esfand 1962.
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First women deputees entering the Parliement
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Annual Gathering of women Organization

From right : Mrs. Farideh Diba, Princess Ashraf Ol sl ol ol
Pahlavi, Mehdi Boushehri.
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Women Astists : Evelyne Baghtcheban and Monir
Vakili, Opera singers.
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Simine Radjali, Secretary Gen. of Iranian Women's
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A woman writer Meimanat Dana 1971
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Classes of the Campaign against illiteracy  Eghbal school Abadan.
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Veiled women students in the University  laboratories
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University entrance examination
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Head of the observatory of Tehran University Miss A: Terian.
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A veiled woman at the University entrance examination
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Women in the Oil industry.
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A women University Professor in a classroom, Tea examination.
College Tehran 1959 - 1960. Course : Principles of Education.

Women in scientific activities
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First Woman Dean of a Fac

H.I.M. Shahbanoo Farah
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The honorary degree of Doctor of Fine-Arts oifered

to H.I.M. Farah Pahlavi.

Faculty of Fine-Arts 1963
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Special dress for pilgrimage to Mecque. Princess Fatemeh Pahlavi driving a helicopter.
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International Council of Women Tehran march 1968.
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Award of a medal to a mother,

On mother’s day by
H.I.M. Queen Farah Pahlavi.
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Exhibition of “lranian Women from the Earliest to the present time™ Archeological museun. 1969

Statistics on the Evolution of Education in Iran.
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Fortnightly Conferences in “Education and Research Centre for the women of Iran.
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Women workers in factories. PO ESA I Jf;lf b

Women workers in the National Shoe Factory. S S &l L8
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A village girl making a tov (Classes for propagation and development.
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when the older woman student, despite her
family committments participates in university
courses side by side with her daughter.

“It is to be noted that the real happiness
and fulfillment of women can never be only
garanteed by their opportunities in all careers.
Such carer opportunities are only part of the
development of the individual.

The happiness of the individual today
needs a thorough and permanent education as
well as maturity of thought, judgment and
emotion not only of women but of men too.

It is through the light of such maturity
derived from a true education that a real hap-
piness may be obtained in a mutual life, both
for men and women.

Such maturity will give them the possi-
bility of understanding this very reality that
their own happiness depends to the happiness
of the other and that the development of each
one’s mental and psychological resources as
well as each one’s progress, particularly if pro-
moted by the other, will bring a better union.

It is in such an attitude that one of the au-
thors’s objectives in the meaning of marriage
is summarized as follows: A step for the fulf-
ment of the happiness of the other and a per-

manent effort toward this holy purpose; an -

effort which as is quoted by our most popular
mystic poets, infiltrates our soul and is the
secret of our existence.

IRANIAN WOMEN OF TODAY
THEIR CONDITIONS AND PROBLEMS

The first chapter of the third volume dis-
cusses the evolution of education in Iran from
the ancient to the present time.

The other chapters of this volume re-
flect surveys effected during the past twenty
years on different categories of Iranian women
of today: rural, tribal, university women,

workers, civil servants, housewives and others.

The objective of the writer in these sur-
veys, undertaken with a suitable technique
adapted to the characteristics of the country
is to discover the psychological, educational
and social conditions of different categories of
women of today and their relative problems.

In these vast and thorough surveys two
points are particularly considered:

a — Traditional elements, such as Iranian
rural women considered as the representatives
of the most authentic and original inheritage
of ancient Iran.

b — Stimulating progressive elements,
such as students and other educated women
of Iran today.

The purpose of the author in comparing
the main common problems of married Ira-
nian women of today in different educational
backgrounds is to highlight the very delicate
secrets of happiness and prosperity in the ma-
trimonial life.

It is in this perspective that she searches for
the fundamental lights of happiness in the
deep-rooted civilizations and culture of a na-
tion, in personal characters and behaviour of
individuals, in the possibilities of education
and scientific background and finally in the
maturity of the individual, both in his thought,
judgement and emotions.

Finally she aims to bring about-taking in
view the existing obstacles-a new conception
of mutual life, happiness, maturity of emotions
and the development of human potentialities.

This conception does not end in matri-
monial life but is extended to the present and
future society, and the ways in which a psy-
chological maturity of the individual as well
as the future generations may be procured.



schools for girls, issuing magazines and perio-
dicals, founding women associations, organiz-
ing women’s international gatherings, making
suggestions to the government and drafting re-
gulations and laws for the benefit of woman
and her social status and welfare.

Among the laws passed by the Parlia-
ment through the efforts of women’s associa-
tions were the increase in the age of marriage,
medical examination of both prior to marriage
marriage girls students to be sent abroad for
hisher education.

PROMINENT STEPS TOWARDS THE
IMPROVEMENT OF STATUS OF
WOMEN IN REECENT YEARS

Amongst these prominent steps taken in
recent years, the following are to be mention-
ed:

A - Admittance of the Iranian women to the
higher education 1935 .

The advent of the admittance of Iranian
women to the Teachers Training College and
the Tehran University in 1935 on an equal
level with men is considered as to be one of
the basic steps taken towards the status of
women.

During this year two other important
events are to be mentioned.

I — The unveiling of women declared by
Reza Shah the Great on the 17th Day 1314 (7
January 1935).

2 — Moslem women's Conference held in
Tehran, resulting in very important resolu-
tions, some of which were presented to the
Parliament and accepted as laws.

b - Iiteracy Campaign

The passing of the law through the par-
liament in 1944 for the compulsory education
for boys and girls was in itself an achievment.
Shortage of schools and teachers and the ina-
dequacy of the necessary educational techni-
ques, however, postponed the enforcement of
this law.

Sixth Bahman 1341 (1962) termed as

“the King and the People’s White Revolu-
tion”, marks a new era for the full realization
of this purpose. The fact that 18 months out
of the 24 months military service period is to
be devoted to the rural educational training of
both boys and girls was in itself a vast cam-
paign against illiteracy.

Apparently the rate of literacy for women
has rison from 20% to 35 since the law was
passed.

This event has had a double result:
— More independence offered to women,
previously restricted and limited.

— Raising their social responsiblity in
serving their country.

C - Equality of social and political rights
with men.

On 8 Isfand 1341 (1962), by the order of
H.I.M. Shahanshah Ariamehr the Constitu-
tional law was amended and Iranian women
have effectively participated, together with
their men, in the social and political destiny
of their country, and thus they began to take
use of their potentialities and human resour-
ces for the progress of their country.

From this date the inspirations of Iranian

"women-which because of limitations-could not

be fulfilled under the constitution were of-
ficially realized with the reforming White Re-
volution.

They effectively entered every career
which was once open only to men.
Amongst them are parliamentarians, minis-
ters, judges, lawyer, professors and deans of
faculties.

The recent statistics show that out of 270
occupations, women have participated in not
less than 258 and have proved to be as worthy,
efficient and understanding as their counter-
parts.

It is interesting to mention that during
the last five years, women’'s participation
in higher education has almost doubled.
In 1965 the figure was only 28% of the total,



again the Iranian woman sinks into the
dark. Despite the few lights in the fourth
century after Hijrat and also during the
reigns of Shah Abbas the Great and Nader
Shah Afshar, this darkness had shadowed the
life of the Iranian Woman untill the begining
of the current century.

IRANIAN WOMAN'S ROLE FROM THE
BEGINNING OF THE
CONSTITUTIONAL MOVEMENT TO
THE WHITE REVOLUTION

In the constitutional movement of Iran,
considered as one of the extensive and his-
torical movements of our country, the role
played by the Iranian woman is exceptionally
effective.

From this time she came out of the long
recession and her reaction to her restricted
past with her anxious hopes and ideals ex-
pected expression in this opportunity.

To safeguard their country’s indepen-
dence in collaboration with their men, Iranian
women struggled hard and finally achieved
their main objectives: “The Persian women
since 1907 had become almost at a bound the
most progressive in the world. That this state-
ment upsets the ideas of centuries makes no
difference. It is the fact”.

“Having themselves suffered from a double
form of oppression, political and social, they
were the more eager to foment the great na-
tionalist movement for the adoption of the
constitutional forms of government and the
inculcation of western political, social, com-
mercial, and ethical codes.”

“I had ample opportunity to observe the
frequent manifestations of the influence and
high purposes of the Muhammadan women.”

“We, of Europe and America, are long
accustomed to the increasingly large role play-
ed by western women in business, in the pro-
fessions, in literature, in science, and in poli-

tics but what shall we say of the veiled women
of the Near East who overnight became tea-
chers, newspaper writers, founders of women's
clubs and speakers on political subjects?
What, when we find them vigorously propa-
gating the most progressive ideas of the Occi-
dent in a land until recently wrapped in the
hush and gloom of centuries of despotism?
Whence came their desire to play a part in the
political and social regeneration of their coun-
trly and their unwavering faith in our poli-
tical and social institutions?”

“The Persian women have given to the
world a notable example of the ability of un-
sullied minds to assimilate rapidly an absolu-
tely new idea.”

“The Persian women supplied the ans-
wer. Out from their walled courtyards and
harems marched three hundred of that weak
sex, with the flush of undying determinations
in their cheeks. They were clad in their plain
black robes with the white nets of their veils
dropped over their faces. Straight to the
Madjlis they went, and, gathered there, de-
manded of the President that he admit them
all.”

“The President consented to receive a de-
legation of them. ......... these cloistered Per-
sian mothers, wives and daughters tore aside
their veils, and... confessed their decision......
if the deputies wavered in their duty, to
uphold the liberty and dignity of the Persian
future generations.

‘“ MAY WE NOT EXCLAIM ', ALL HONOUR
TO 1THZ VEILED WOMEN OE PERSIA 1!!”

It was thus at the beginning of the cons-
titution, that the Iranian women set aside the
traditions and with unusual energy and per-
severance laboured toward the awakening of
Iranian women and the mothers of future
generations.

Some of their activities consisted in opening

(1) See Morgan Schuster. Strangling of Persia page 83 - 185.



marriage, woman's social standing, her at-
tachment and her union with the man has
been stipulated.

The Quranic interpretation of marriage
confirms the man’s love, compassion and
mercy towards his wife, their equality and
mutual sincerity.

It has been said that one of the Prophet's
disciples said, “After the faith in the Almighty
God. nothing is better than a pious wife.”

“Treat vour wife with goodness and fair‘-
ness.”

“Wish all the good things for your wife.”

“Recommend for your wife, welfare and
goodness.”

“Noble is he, who respects the women
and is generous to them, and miserable is he
who offends and injures them.”

The Holy Prophet advises a good mother
about the fostering of children. He considers
deeplv the woman’s physical and mental
health and says, “In the woman and her
family seek piety, virtue and nobility. And
then, be careful that the woman is not incura-
bly diseased.

“If a man is born from a clean and healthy
sperm in a virtuous womb, fed from the blood
of a chaste and noble mother, his soul will

be pure and pious, otherwise he will be wret-
ched.”

“During the pregnancy of the woman or
as long as the child is on milk, beware of mal-
treatment to the mother and do not offend her
in any way.

“A perfect believer is he who, as far as the
belief is concerned, supersedes others in good
nature and habits and is very considerate to
his wife. Best of you all is he who is righ-
teous to his wife.”

“Be affectionately moderate towards
women and rush to their help.”

*And you cannot do justic between wives

even though you wish (it) but be not disinclin-
ed (from one) with total disinclination, ro
that you leave her in suspense. And if you
are reconciled and do your duty, surely Allah
is ever forgiving and merciful. (2)

IRANIAN WOMAN AFTER THE
ARAB AND THE MONGOL
INVASIONS

Although the Islamic teachings on woman
reveal particular care of the Prophet of Islam
towards the rights and position of woman, and
her important role as mother and educator,
after the Arab and the Mongol invasions one
cannot find Iranian women as effective and
independent as those of ancient Iran.

However we observe great women as
Fatemeh and Zainab (1) in the beginning of
Islam, who have by their eloquence and spc-
eches in the public, local and international,
fields practically proved their knowledge and
spritual strength, but it as if the period of
recession for the Iranian women had begun.

In none of the works of the famous poets
or writers, after this period, mention is made
of the virtue and the bravery of the Iranian
woman, nor of her wisdom, judgement, skill
and power, of her impressive and effective
participation in social affairs. Can we seek the
reason for this recession in these words of “Abu
Raihan Biruni” who has said: “Our books,
even the Avesta were not left immune from
the injury of the time or from the harm of
the foe. Today there remains only the Avesta
of the Sasanide period, which isonly a fifth of
the original. The rest has been destroyed.”

Or we have to search for the reason in
the spritual state of an afflicted and griev-
ing nation who tries to compensate for her
political defeats through culture, art, and
spiritual strength? The fruiful culture and
civilization of Iran had directly impressed
the Abbaside and the Amavide govern-
ments in the early centuries of Hijrat, but
after the Arab and Mongol invasions, once

1 — Daughters of the Prophet Mohammad and Ali
Enb-Abitaleb

(2) Vol. 1. Chapter two, Women in Islamic Teachings



about her™.

This beloved maiden induces and sustains
the best discussions in the circle.”

And Gordieh says:

“If I am a woman, yet I give advice to
men and still [ am younger than my brother.”

We see that in another place this same
purc and noble lady addresses Toorak the
representative of the ruler of China who was
defeated by her:

“Hast thou seen Bahram? hast thou liked
his riding and fighting

And now I will test thee and once will
call thee to fight.”

We observe that Ferdowsi does not omit
to range the characteristics of wisdom and
bravery with charm and beauty of the he-
roines of his book.

Gordieh and Gord Afarid, like Rostam
and Sohrab, are not only strong heroines and
warriors but they are also wise, noble and are
clear in spirit. They fight against ugliness,
cowardice and injustice, and rush with en-
thusiasm to the help of the needy.

CHARACTERISTICS OF MOTHFRS,
LOVERS AND WIVES OF SHAHNAMEH

Ferdowsi says about Homa, who was elected
by the people as their queen after her father’s
death:

“In wisdom and in justice, she surpassed
her father.

The whole world was flourishing through
her justice.”

Even when love of victory and power
covers her eyes, and pride and negligence
carken her vision, her maternal love draws
aside these veils.

Regretting her past, she kisses the crown
and places it on her son’s head.

Jarireh, wife of Siavosh and daughter of
Peeran, who could not endure to see the death
of her son in the battlefield, first burnt the
treasures of the fortress and ends her life thus:

“Puts both her cheeks over the face of

her son, cuts her belly and dies close to him.”

This is how the women of Shahnameh
and many others, such as Tahmineh, the mo-
ther of Rostam, were firm and loyal in their
love.

Roodabeh, the girl for whom many prin-
ces had asked her hand in marriage, when she
falls in love with the white haired Zal, be-
comes the most passionate lover of her time.
She pledges love and fidelity and becomes the
most loyal of women.

Roodabeh says:

“Why should we hide what is so clear?

The hubsand of my soul is the son of Sam,
Whether they call him old or call him young,
He is the only comfort of my body and my
soul.

I am in love with him, not with his face, nor
with his hair.

I sought his love because of his true worth.”

WOMAN IN THE ISLAMIC
TEACHINGS

The Islamic Teachings, considered as a
fundamental revolution of the conditions of
the Arab woman, decisively forbade the kil-
ling and the live burying of girls which was
current and common among the Arabs .in the
period of their paganism before Islam.

It is narrated that the Prophet of Islam
would kiss the hands of his daughter, Fate-
meh. This attention and respect was to set
a living example on the Quranic teachings
for the Arab hubsands, fathers and brothers.

“*Amongst you, he who respects more his
wife and treats her with more humanity and
affection, he will be rewarded greatly by the
Almighty.”

“Oh ye people, know that, your wife is the
gift which has been bestowed upon you by
God.”

“And one of his miracles is that He creat-
ed from you the woman, for you to rest peace-
fully with her, and He has created between
you, love and mercy”. Holy Quran.

The apparent point is that while praising



THE CHOICE OF A BRIDE ; THE LIFE

COMPANION , AS THE MOST SACRED
ACT

Zoroaster, addressing his daughter, Paoro-
chista, says:

“Now, thou Paorochista, of the race of
Heechtasb and of the line of Sepentaman, I,
Zoroaster, choose for you with a good inten-
tion and with the help of Mazda Ahura,
Jamasb, the helper of the pious and the re-
ligious, as thy husband. Now, go and consult
your own wisdom. With a pure intention ac-
complish the most holy act.”

Zoroaster advises on choosing a woman
of wisdom and learning, paying attention to
the protection of the race from dispersion. He
pays importance on character, inner essence,
nobility and fate in matrimonial life.

“Do not deceive another’s wife lest your
soul becomes sinful.” Zoroaster complains
against married women sinning and men who
deceive girls.

Our ancestors would always endeaveour
to protect women and would advise:

Do not be impudent and uncivil with
women otherwise you may be ashamed and
regretful.”

EQUALITY OF RIGHTS AND WAGES
BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN

From the 30000 engraved stone plates be-
longing to the period when Persepolis was
being constructed, it can be deduced that wor-
kers, and young men and women, boys and
girls had participated in the Persepolis cons-
truction, each receiving a certain wage.

Worthy of note is that the writings on these
stone plates reveal the fact that there were 27
men, 27 women and 23 girls, each of whom re-
ceived, without any discrimination as to their
religion, nationality and sex, a certain wage.

WOMEN IN ANCIENT IRANIAN
ARCHEOLOGY

In many of the finds relating to Iran of
3000 years before Christ, engravings and pic-

tures of goddesses can be seen which reveal
the matriarchal society and woman’s high
position in those days. Amongst these en-
gravings and pictures, Anahita, the Goddess
of fertility and love can be mentioned whose
matchless qualifications and beauty have been
reflected in detail in the “Avesta”. One
can also say, as the excavations reveal, that
women in the period of 4000 years before
Christ, were acquainted with the art of spin-
ning, weaving and pottery. The women would
dedicate themselves to the peace, tranquility
and warmth of their homes and their families
and they would also learn the art of dancing,
which was an instinctive art regarded in
those days as a form of prayer. These dances
were sometimes performed with the partici-
pation of their men folk.

From ancient works this fact becomes ap-
parent, that woman in ancient Iran was the
symbol of life, creation and fertility. The
statues existing in pre-historic sites confirm
this situation.

WOMAN IN IRANIAN EPIC
LITERATURE

Iranian women had a direct part in all
walks of the family life. Together with men
they would participate in wars and in debates.
Their opinions and proposals were effective
and accepted by men. Like men they were
rulers but when they shared equal human
values with men socially and psychologically,
they never forgot their original and natural
particularities from the beauty of their body
to their soul. Even in their highest and most
sensitive social positions, they remained true
and authentic women .

The great epic poet of Iran, Ferdowsi,
says:

“Tell Ghaidafeh, oh thou wisest lady,
ruler, farsighted woman and counsellor; thou
hast modesty and wisdom. The world is safe
with thy wise judgement.”

“Behind the curtain of the palace, the
hero had a sister, most clear spirited, charm-
ing and affectinate.

Her name was Gordieh, evervbody said

(1) 668 - 330 before J.C. Iranslated by Professor M.G. Cameron



Brief resume of the main text

WOMAN IN THE ANCIENT
BELIEFS OF THE IRANIANS

GENESIS OF MAN

The creation of the world’s first man and
woman, in the religion of Zoroaster origina-
tes in a plant. (1)

In this beautiful story of creation, at the
birth of man, some fundmental points are re-
vealed:

— Similiarity of man and woman in

creation.

— Ahura Mazda creates them pure
and chaste so that they shall make
use of piety and justice.

— Their initial thought is to create con-
tentment and friendship between one
another.

— Their initial deed is the cleansing and
ablution of body and soul.

— Their initial words are praise, and
thanksgiving to Ahura Mazda, the
creator of whatsoever is of the truth.
It is on this foundation that Xen-
phon’s statement in Cyropedia can be
considered as truthfull, that while the
Greek children were sent to school to
learn literature, the Iranian children
would go to school to learn the cus-
toms of justice and fairness.”

THE END OF MAN’S CREATION
IN THE RELIGION OF ZOROASTER

In the conclusion of the creation of man,
woman plays a radical part:

“On the third day of the devotee’s death,
a beautiful girl descends upon him and gives
his departing soul all comforts. The devotee
surprised turns and asks:

“Who art thou, oh ye most beautiful and
graceful girl?”

“The girl replies, I am thy conscience and
thy ownself.”

On the third day of the “unclean™ and
“ill actioned™ devotee, a dreadful and frightful
old woman descends on him. She makes him
shudder with terror. The deceased then
asks:

“Who art thou, oh ye old woman? The
old woman answers: "1 am thy consience and
thy ownself.”

Iranian women, in the ancient history of
Iran, are not only noteworthy for their suc-
cession to the thrones and for their ascension
to the highest social and political ranks, side
by side with men, but also as worthy mothers
and wives and as mature individuals they
have played the most impressives parts in
their families and the social units of their time,
through love, wisdom, forgivefulness, noble
disposition and loyalty towards their hubsands,
brothers, and fathers. They have, thus, upheld
their country in the role of authentic Iranian
women and have consequently set examples
for the generations to come.

The devotion, nobility and wisdom of these
women, their art of loving, their modesty, per-
sonality and independence, their mental
strength and courage, all these and many
more speak for the deep rooted civilization,
culture and education which form the funda-
mentals of the magnificence of the ancient
Iranian civilization.

WOMAN AND THE FAMILIY

Iranian ancestors considered women as
the world’s riches and blessings. They payed
much attention to woman’s pure nature, race,
lineage, wisdom and understanding.

“Love the woman who is good natured,
clever, well behaved and modest. Marry this
woman’. (1)

And about the bridegrooms they would
advise:

*“Choose for a bridegroom the man with
a clean heart, clever, wise and well disposed.
His poverty is not a fault. The wise man is
like good earth. The seeds sown in it will
bear good fruits.”

(1) See first volume, first chapter

(1) Andarz Azarpad Mehrsepandan.



This is a brief resume of a three volume
book containing over 700 authentic historical
plates and pictures (1) of the Iranian woman
during different periods of the history of Iran
from 4000 years before Christ to the present
time.

The fruit of the author’s original work
was first presented as a thesis.of doctorate in
psychology and education in 1960 at the Sor-
bonne University and during the past eleven
vears the various aspects of this work were
further developed by collecting original plates
and pictures and many other new documents.

The deep interest of H.I.M. Queen Farah
Pahlavi in the cause of Iranian women and
mothers was an inspiring force for the three
volume magnumopus to be published, of
which the present is a brief resume.

The book is the result of intensive research
for twenty years by the author about Iranian
women. The writer in her capacity of a uni-
versity professor of education at the Tehran
University and the Teachers Training Colle-
ge, has taught thousands of students and pros-
pective teachers.

Furthermore, as the founder and the editor
in chief of a well known educational journal,
Sepideh Farda. “Tomorrow's Dawn™ to which
teachers, students and parents had faithfully
subscribed, (2) she was able to describe most
effectively this unexplored subject and enliven
the characteristies, role and the social and

psychological conditions of the Iranian woman
since the beginning of the recorded historv.

This work of research touches upon the
life, psychologlical conditions, ways of think-
ing and social standing of the Iranian woman.

A woman as a born natural educator
and also as a wife and active member of the
society, enjoved high esteem in old times.

Her position changed after the Arab and
Mongol invasions and only after the Constitu-
tion and particularly the reforms of the past
decade was she able to begin to regain her
formal influencial position. The author elu-
cidates from the historical, religious, literary
texts, and from the historical plates and pic-
tures available, the national characteristics of
the Iranian woman and her role and influence
in all aspects of the individual and social life
of her time, her role in the making of the
family as a unit of society, and her influence
on her husband and her children.

By comparing the life of the ancient Ira-
nian woman with that of today, the readers
may find ways for their fulfillment and hap-
piness through the development of the best of
their own human resources as well as those of
their partners. ways indeed, that can well be
adapted to the national customs and traditions
as well as ways that can be compatible with
the new needs and problems of our world of

today. Publisher

(1) Out of which 100 are in colour.

In recent years the author organized important
cxhibitions on The “Evolution of Iranian Women™.
(Iran America Society) in Telran and Provinues
“Women, Past and Present”, (Commission of the
status of Women and the E.C.A.F.E. Conference),
“Women in the ancient History of Iran™ Iranologists
Congress Tehran 1967. “Role of Women during the

ancient history of Iran™ ‘Archeological Museum)
1968.

(2) The educational new undertakings of Sepideh
Farda journal such as Children’s Club” 1953 “Young
Girls asscciation” 1954 and “‘Parents Teachers As-
sociation™ 1960 realized along with its theoretical
articles was ackonwledgel as a Uneco Gift project 321
in 1960.

This journal founded in 1952 was affiliated to the
high Teachers College in 1956 and expanded its re-
search activities under “Educational and Research
Centre for the Women of Iran”.



The purpose of the author in taking such
a deep interest in this subject is to find a bet-
ter answer to the educational problems of her
country which she has dealt with during her
long academic career as well as her educa-
tional undertakings.

In this objective women are particularly
considered in their most important role of
born educators for the present and future
generations.
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